- et et o s i e e e

MOTHER'S HANDS.

———

Mother's bands are wonry;
Fold them on her brejst:
Toey bave veen so busy,
Let, ab, lot thom st !
Worn, and thlo, and wiipkied:
Beamed with toll and cage: |
Xet Lo ald tue;' ve il "
Bonaritul and feip!

Of thelr dees a0 loyving
OW those |lues l.mvhg ven's
Abey hnve rafsol the rnhlw: ‘
Comlorted the w uk; ‘
roll;*l(!l!nm uncompivining
theie work ne' l' \
Full of joy aud gladn ..-r*.( -
Tl thelr rest 1s wou !
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The Footstep of Fear.

Cy L. H. HAMMOND,
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It was Christine's friend,
through whom Fear entered tha cbild's
Iife. Before Tom began to spend hi
evenings in the kitchen Christine had

the most considerate of nurses,
en she tucked the bedcelothes about
her small charge at night, and sat Lo-
gide her until the litise one tell agleen,
her talk had been ail of fairies, and |
hawthorn hedges, and the green Eng- |
ligh fields in ‘which she had played as a !
child; but when Tom began to walt fur
her below stairs—to wait In the com-
pany of Ellen, the jolly cook, and Magz.
glo the blue-eyed housemalid, Christine
had grown cross and fmpatient, 8ho
undressed the little girl almost roughly
and even hurried her through  her
prayers. When she tucked her In bed
ghe refused to sit beside her; and in
answer to the child's half-suppre
#ob she paused in the act of turning
out the gas to bend cloge above the
small pillow and the suddenly widened
eyes that stared at her in (he dimmed
lght. Her volce itself was a threat
as she opened the door in the child's|
goul by which Fear might cuter in.

“As long as you are good n
will hurt you,” she concluded, more
kindly, “Be quict and don't tell and
you're all right.” She turned the gas
quite out, and closed the door, leaving
Fear to watch in her place by the bed

Not that the child called it Fear;
she knew no name for the vague, form-
less thing. But its formlessness wa
an added terror, which was heizitencd
by the fact that to her strained imag-
ination an audible footfall came frcm
that vold which was its presence, while
above its awful shapelessness she fell,
though she never saw--a face, Beact,
moneter, devil—whether one or all of
these ghe could not say; and only
because a thing spoken of must b
designated by a word could one call
the dark impersgonal presence It,

BEvery night after this It came, a
terrible black emptiness moving with
glow, steady steps to the child's bed
The steps fell first in the long hall,
when Christine turned out the nursery
gas, As she went out ghe moved nofse-
lessly over the thick carpet toward the
door which led to the back hall, and
the progress of her retreat was known
to the child only by the gound of the
other's stealthy approach—a gound dis-
tinetly heard above the heavy beating
of her own heart. It moved a step
nearer for every step that Christine
moved away; when she stood at the
door of the back hall It stood at the
nursery door, always; when she open-
ed the door—softly, lest it should be
known down. stairs that she had I8t
the nurgery before slesp came to It
small Jdnmate—It entered; and when
Christine closed the door bohind her it
sprang with a great leap to the child's
bedside, and hung over her In the dark, |
mowing and gibing, with an awful
threat behina its senseless lcer.
could never see the face ncr the leer
it she could have done that she might
have borpe it; she ouly felt them
through the shuddering dark

And It was not alone; the tiger vn-
dor. the bed belonged to It, and the ape
in the closet, and the man with t!
black mask and the swérd, Thes» alzo |
were unseen enemies, but she knew ail
about them; Christine had told her, |
not only on that first dreadiul night
but often since. They were friends of |
Christine’'s in some mysterions way,
and §o long as the child obeyed her
they were not to be feared; but if ehe
ever cried or called her mothér, or
told any one that Christine did not
stay with her until she was asleep—
then they would spring at her in the |
dark and tear her limb from limb, I
@ obeyed she was safe; Christine

d so, and Christine never toll lies;
she sald she never did; and, besides,
she would be afrald to tell les, be-
cause liars were put in the flre and
burned up. Her Lrother told her thai
the day she promised to lel him play
with her best doll in his own way, and
then snatched her away and ran 1o
Christine with her. She was a liar:
she shivered as she thought of the lake

But he was digglng  Mis

. B : |
g%ieyu ot of Rer hend—her
bea leyes—~to gae why thoy didn’t l

shut faster. CGod would burn her up;

but it waen't falr when other people |
made you tell lies; perhaps Ged did |
something to them, too. But He would |
not do anything to Christine; ghe whs

always good. That was why the tiger |
loved her, and the man, and the ape;
they hated bad people—oh, did they
know she was a llar? She ghrank fur-
thér down under the bedclothes. Chris-
tine satd they wouldn't hurt her if soe
kept still; but Christine didn't know
about {t. ‘It would not mind Christine;
It would not mind anybody: and It
was the tiger's friend, tos! She dared |
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.mot open her eyes, but she knew that

L

fa the dark It was bending down, aud |
that the tiger had crawled to the edge |
of the bed to lick It's hand. The ape |
psered out of the closet grimning a |
weléome to It, and the man in the |
mask stocd just behind. They wore |
all It’s friends, and rt hated ber. But|
#t was so dark: perhaps they could not |
see her—though the knew in Ihﬂ;
depths of her cowering little scul that
they did. Perhaps she could pring |
out of bed on the other glde, and reach
the hall door before It or the ftiger|
could catch her. But the cloget! she |
would have to pass that. She feit the
ape’s skinny fipgers, and the mans)
sword at her throat. It beat closer
over the bed; did It know what she |
‘had been sbott to do?

Time dragged by. The door-hill
mng, and.company came in. Lanehier
R e o Sk

| look once full in its face.

I {ime -Coas

| the chi

| child shall never know that you exist."”

Thivk how they bave guiled

Alny, toddimng vt
Bmoothed nway a'l sorrow

Wih thelr tuuch so swrot;
Bacislv d pafo and sorrow;

Closed at last the ayves

Of her luved wh !

| grect hep~
In "may

slous in the skles™

Mcther's bands are weary;
Full them on her hreast;

l<’ f ol t hands so feeble,
Ihiey have earned thelr rest !

God 1+ waiting tor her,
And he upderstands

A. Lhe work for others
Doue Ly mother's hands!

Goud Housekeeping,

sorbed In this struggle the woman
fought her own fears no longer, and
thought of them only when she must.
Her consciousness of it became focused
In a determination to keep a like con-
sciousness out of her children's lives.
The years passed by. Never once
had her old desire been granted to her
==to 8ee¢ the vague terror take the tan-

that she might face her fear and find
In its actual presence either the free-
dom for which she longed or the death
to which she had once been indifferent,

But one morning when the tan she
loved was away from home and the
children were at school she glanced up
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flnate
floated up the stairs, and It
hideous)y tha

grinned

at thought of the com-

pany in the nursery., Once her moth-
Or Lang, and that comroried her, Ages
:"-Y“ rward her mother came upstairs,
Fhe men and the ape drew back Into
the depths of the cloget: the tiger
crawled to the exace middle of the
gpace under the bed and curled his

tall up carefully:

» 1t passed nolselessly
10 the other gide of the room and hid
in the shadows as the door opened, and
her mother—her dearest mother—came
in and lent down to kiss her cheek.
Jlie dared not stir, but she knew that
It was goue, Her mother touched her
forehead gently, “The ch.d is in a
pergplration,” said to hergelf; “but
there doesn't seem to be too much cov-
er; Christine {s so careful. How fast
asleep she 13! and  with another kiss
she went through Into her own room,
leaving the connecting door  open.
When she pat out her light It slipped

she

back, but the door was open, and It
did not dare to come very close to
the bed. The tiger had gone to sleep
and the ape and the man knew her
mother was there; they were afrald—
obe!  The little body relaxed, !he:

breath came freely, and out on the full |
tide of sleep she drifted beyond It's |
reach

This happened many nights, through
many years, At firgt It never dared to
come in the daytime; but at dusk she
lknew the stealthy footfall was coming
gteadily to meet her, and that in the
dark 1t would stand by her bed, with
its horrible unseen leer. She had, as
she grow older, tried the effect of leav-
fog the gas burning; but in the lone- ‘
liness and ellencs of the night It was
all-powerful, and could shroud itself |
in darkness and light alike. Every
night her mother came to give her a
last good-night kiss, but the child nev-
or told her that she was awake; she
was afraid to speak of It at night, and
in the daytime she was ashamed,

She no longer believed in the tiger or
the ape, though she looked for them
under the bed and in the closet every
night to make gure, and took off her
glippers In the middle of the room to
leap into the bed from a distance, feel-
ing cold, gharp claws on her ankles as
ghe did go, and tucking the covers
about her with feverish haste. The
man was no longer in the closet, and |
had lost his mask and his sword. He
carried a knife now, and came with
It. The two crept up the stalrs to-
gether night after night. Sometimes
they paused at her mother's door, or
her brother's, instead of at her own,
and she would gpring out of bed to call
them before it ¢hould be too late. But |
ghe was ashamed to give a false alarm, ;
s0 she always It the gas in the hall |
firet, shaking with cold, her teeth chat-
tering; and always, as she turned with
eyes to face them, they were
cone, She would rush to the head of
the stalrs after them, but they could

wido

not be seen, though the stairs creaked,
one by one, under their invisible tread.
Qhe could never understand why the

gound did not rouge the world, Some-
times in a frenzy of terror to which
anything was better than uncertainty,
fled after them, barefooted and
gilent. It mattered little at such times
that the man might turn in the dark-
ness and plunge his kuife into her
her heart, if only ghe could seize It by
the throat and turn it to the light and
To do that
meant death or freedom, she knew;
and there were times when she cared
lttle which it might ba, At every
point she gtrove to face the thing she
feared: and at every point it eluded
her, and stocd, unseen, but felt, a lit-
tle further down her path,

Years afterward, when she marrfed,
the fcotstep which had dogged her life
began to track the man ghe loved;
tpen it followed the child. The day-
d to protect her, Through
the long summers in every lightning
flash It's lean finger threatened them
both: and when the wild western
windg shook the house it leered at her
throngh the storm. Day and night It's
sower grew with her love, and tho’
ghe still struggled it was without hopa.

But one night as she lay in her bed
thinking a mother's thoughts about
i aslcep in the crib beside her,
the little one awolke, crying out in sud-
den fear, As she turned to soothe her
it thrust itself with quick, nolseless
step between her bed and the erib. |
She felt through her goul the horror of
the unspoken threat, but she leaneu
toward the child and quieted it, Then |
something new and strong rose up |
within her, and through the darkness
she looked full where she felt it's face,

“You shall never touch the child,” |
ghe sald. “I will fill her life so full of |
love and courage that there will be no |
room in it for you to come. You may
darken my life as you will, but the |

she

w closcr, and as she faced It's
nearing presence ghe knew that It's
face was distorted by a thousand pas-
sions: but the child's hand lay in hers,
and tho' she trembled ghe smiled in
the dark.

Often the man she loved was called
from home, cnd through the long
pights and stormy days of that wind-
cursed country she fought with It for |
the child, When the boy came she had
a double strength, and with the baby
she knew herself invincible. Thoy‘
grew up happy and unafrid; for l{'
terror threatened their childish bearts |
it vanished before love's magic toueh. !
Love filled their days and nights, and |
ruled their world, and gave them wis-

dom for an im

It dre

| Napkins were consicered a

pregnable defense, Ab- |

from her sewing and saw two men
come in at the gate, Either of them
might have been It made visibly to
toe eyes of day so ovil were the
faces, The ol§ honze was a detached
one, set in a large yard, and there
was no one on the placs at the moment
except herself and the housemald. Ac-
customed to forestalling the fears of
others rather than to thinking of her
own, she went herself to the door;
the mald, she knew, would be fright-
ened, She opened tae door a little
way, and In answer to the jyounger
man's demand for money replied that
ghe bad none to give him. The man
swore a great oath, which was eclioed
by his companion. She had opened
the door such a little way that they
knew the house was empty save for
women,

“We will come in and sce what you
have got,” said the man, “and what
we want we will take."” He get his
ghoulder to the door,

A sudden rage rushed upon ner and
swept her out beyond all knowledge of
herself, She flung the door wide and
stepped up close to the man, her eyes
blazing into hig, She spoke in a new
voice.

“l will give you 10 geconds to get
outside that gate, ' she sald. “Now
go,"

They turncd and fled. 8he stood
and watched them as they ran down
the walk, under the flickering shad-
ows of the clms, her anger was hot
within her. Then she leaned against
the doorway, trembling, for she caught
suddenly the sound of a stealthy step,
which fled before the mon, and knew
that three passed out at the gate, Tho
men's shoes clattered on the brick
walk; but the sound that rang to heav-
en was the hurrying tread of the si-
lent footfall, whose terror had filled
her life. Sha stood listening through
the clear sunshine until It ceased,
knowing that it ceased for all time.
Then she turned and went into the
house with the light of freedom on
her face~The Independent,

QUAINT AND CURIOUS.

At the age of fifty a pergon usually
beging to slowly decrease In stature,
and at the age of eighty he has lost
about one and one-half inches,

Blindness attacks many of the peo-
ple engaged in the manufacture of
Venetian glass., Thelr sight begins to
fall between the ages of thirty and
forty. This distressing aflliction is
caused by the excessive heat and glare
from the furnaces and from the red
hot glass.

Fashionable ladies in Berlin are de-
lighted with a new fad—alr baths
They array themselves in pajamas and
slippers, and then indulge in athletic
exercises in a garden Incloged by a
high wall, After spending two hours
in this way, they return indoors, drink
warm chocolate, and enjoy a nap,

Among the legends of Greece it is
told that the father of Pythagoras, the

| famous Greek philosopher, was a cele-

brated engraver of gems, and, accord-
ing to classical history, both Helen of
Troy and Ulysses of Greace wore en-
graved rings. Engraving on stones
that were partly precious was an art
at a very remote age. The British
Museum proudly boasts the possession
of a small square of yellow jasper
bearing the figure of a horse and the
name of Amenophis I1,, believed to

| date back to about the year 1460 B, C.

The most marvelous of all rocking
stones is that of the island of Cephal-
onia, off the coast of Greece. This is a
great rock, about a rod square, in the
edge of the sea, and it Is in perpetual
motion, alternately touching the land
and receding from it about twenty
times a minute, The regular oscllia-
tiong of this natural pendulum are un-
affected by calms or by tempestuous
seas thel break completely over it
The weight of ten persons did not per-
ceptibly change its rate of motion, and
when an English captain attempted to
drag it away the oscillations snapped
his chalins like thread,

A description of a dinner given in
1350 shows that there has been a vast
jmprovement gince then. As a rule,
one knife had to serve for two pergons,
and often a bowl of goup was used by
two persons. For this reason the party
giving the dinner arranged his guests
in couples, trying to place people to-
gether who would be congenlal and not
averse to this common uge of table ap-
pointments, Spoons were geldom sup-
plied to the guests, and the soup was
drunk directly from the bowl, the lat-

| ter usually having slde handles, by

which it was held. In Jess refined
company there were no geparate soup
bowls, only ona large porringer, which
was passed around to the guests in*
turn. The diners helped themselves (o
the pieces of meat they desired fro
the common dish with thelr Angers,
luxury,
and were only provided in very aristo~
cratic and wealthy families,

She Has Reformed.

He was deep in his paper and did
pot want to be interrupted, but, of
course, she didn’'t care anything about
that.

“Did you read about the young cou-
ple that went through the marriage

| ceremony just for a joke?” she asked.

“No,” he repliled. “What of t?”

“Why, after it was all over they dis-
covered that it wasn't a joke at ail.”

“Oh, every cne who tallis thewmar-
riage question finds that out.”

He wasn't interrupted again for o
full hour~—~New York Press,

The colonies of the world have one-
tatrd of its population.

gible shape of danger before her eyes, |
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Acrating Milk,

Cooling milk by foreing air through
it (aeration) 18 an excellent method,
as the oxygen of the alr assists in
puritying it, but the aeration must be
| done in some place where the air is
| a8 pure as possible and fres from dust,
"T'o force air that is laden with dust and
odors into milk {s as injurious as to
‘vxpu-m the milk to such influences,
henco the greatest care ghould be ex-
ercised in aerating,

Hard Wood Ashes.

Ashes from hard weod applied to the
potato vines while the dew is on will
cause the bugs to geck happler hunt-
ing grounds. This remedy should be
applied several mornings in succession,
and always while the dew is on to be
effective. Besides ridding the vines of
bugs, ashes are o fine fertilizer, adap-
ted to dry weather, They may be used
as a fertilizer for any crop at any time,
on any #oll. In dry seasous It 18 equal
to any fertilizer for sirawberries and
tomatoss, and has no bad effect during
a wet season.—Fannie M. Wood, In
The Epitomist.

Feed for Horses.

Some horses will cat at all times and
consume almost any quantity of food
without appearing to improve In con-
dition, although they may not be doing
much work. Horses differ, and what
is best for one may not give as good
resultd with others, Good grooming
i an important matter, but there i¢
not, as a rule, a sufficlent variety in the
food of horses. While oats will con
tinue to be a standard food for horses,
yet a small allowance of linsead meal
and corn fodder will also be relished
and give excellent rvesults, Hay and
fodder will prove superior to  hay
alone,

Plants in Poultry Yard.

If the poultry yards are permanont-
ly located and there has been a dearth
of shade in them this summer, provide
for an increasa by setting out some
plants this fall. A half dozen currant
plants will cost but a small sum, and
if set along one side of the poultry
yard will provide a shady place under
them in which the fowls will dust dur-
ing the warm part of the day. True,
they will make holes In the gofl, but
they may be readily filled in so that
the plants will not be materially in-
jured, Even if they do not yleld a
crop of fruit, they will be worth to the
fowls all they cost, Comforts of this
kind add to the profits from the poul-
try and at small expense~Indlanap-
olls News,

Jersey Cows.

The pecullar characteristics of the
Jersey as a dairy animal pure and sim-
ple have conduced tu the keeping of
records by its admirers, and have led
to the study and encouragement of all
means by which cows may be profit-
ably kept in the dairy for as many
years as possible, Any accident or
disease affecting breeding or milking
powers {8 of comparatively little con«
gsequence, if the affected animals can
be quickly and profitably fattened off.
Country Life points out, however, that
this cannot be done In the caze of a
Jersey, 8o that it behooves the owner
of a really good milker to guard
against everything which may dam-
age her dalry value with more (han
ordinary precautions,

Experience With Silos,

First the objections: It costs some-
thing to build and keep in repair. My
own cost nearly $100, and after filling
geven times, needs repalring, In us-
ing ensilage I have no refuse stalks to
use as bedding. At filling time In
my case I have to hire extra help,
help which 18 hard to get at that time,

I like the silo because it enables meo
to harvest and put away for Tuture
use a large amount of feed which 1
could not have in any other way, mak-
ing me Independent of weather condl-
tions if I tried to cure the fodder. I
put stalks, ears and all together
through the cutter and sce that it is
well packed, Except a small portion
on top and a little in the corners it
comes out in good condition, I alm to
raise heavy crops of corn for ensilage.

My silo i square, twelve feet six
fnches by twelve feet elght inches and
twenty-six feet deep, and took less
than four acres to fill it last year. Af-
ter settling and the corn hecame dry |
filled again, running & small stream of
water in with the corn. | went to feed-
ing it the next day, using graln ration
at the same time, It lgsted twenty
milch cows until July 16,

As to the cogt of filling I do not find
it costs as much as to bind, set up,
husk, grind and cut the dry stalks,

By having corn cut with a corn har-
vester or having it cut before com-
mencing, we usually finish in fourteen
hours. 1 pay $1.60 per hour for ma-
chinery and two men, and use three
teams. 1 have never geen anything
but good results from feeding ensilage.
~A, H. Brown, in American Cultl-
vator,

The Hired Man Questjon,

The hired man question has been
discussed from many standpoints, and
various methods of treatment have
been proposed whereby the hired man
may be Induced to stay with the farmer
and take an Interest in his work, but
when it comes to the question of doing
without the hired man, when you have
not got one and one cannot be found
either for love nor money, then the
situation becomes serious. Yet )
know of men who ordinarily employ
from one to two or more hands who
haven't any this year, and In order to
handle g0 much ground a large acre-
age of oats are belng put out, Then all
kinds of devices are practiced to get
the crop of corn in, and it is hoped
that help will be a little more plenti-
ful in cultivating time, Here are some
of the devices that 1 have practiced at
various times, not only when help was
scarce, but to hasten the work along
when behind, and also to cheapen pro-
duction, When plowing, | lead a horre
hitched to a single section of harrow,

and Utreaking stalks at the same time,
When rolling, lead a team behind rol-
ler, Bitehed to a harrow, When i only
wigh to harrow, I have a 20 foot hare
row and use four horsos on It, and
thoreby cover twice the ground that

most of my neighbors do. 1 have also
al difference times driven dise harrow
and led team hitehed to smoothing

barrow, Have hauled two loads of
corn or hogs myself, driving one team
and Jeading the other behind the fir
wagon, Have loaded and unloaded lay
by mysolf and the like. Now all far-
mers may not be In position to prac-
tice all of these devices, but it Is like-
ly that if you will set your wits to
work that you can use some of these
methods, or else devise some equally
good opes for yourself, and adapted
vour surroundings, It is all right to
treat the hired man well, but, hired
man or not, the cheaper a good crgp
can be made the more clear money
there will be realized from it.—M, L.
Hobart, in Agricultural Epitomist

Feoding Meat to Get Eggs.

Meat would bte more generally used
but for the difficulty in procuring it
What {8 meant by moeat is that from
the butcher, True, there are such ma-

ete.,, which can always be used with ad-
vantage, and which are well worth the
price asked for them, but meat from
the butcher is better than meat in any
other form, the only objection to its
use, as stated, being the price. In
judging of the price of any other arti-
cle, however, one must be guided by
the results obtained from 1. A lot
of food costing one dollar, which gives
eggs (o the value of two dollars, 18
cheaper than food costing fifty cents
that produces eggs to the value of one
dollar, There are periods when the
hens do not lay at all, and any food
that will induce them to lay will be
really cheap compared to foods thal
give no result at all, There was a
perlod when eggs were so scarce that
they readily sold for sixty cents a doa-
en, Only one person in the neighbor-
hood was selling eggs, and he was
feeding beef, which was being procur-
ed for the purpose at fifteen cents per
pound. It was a high price for beef,
but eggs were also high, and the ad-
vantages overbalanced the cost and
gave a profit, It is estimated that one
pound of lean teef {3 gufficient for six-
teen hens one day, At sixteen cents
per pound it {s just one cent a day for
each hen, At thirty-two cents par
dozen six eggs from the sixteen hens
will pay for the beef, It Is true that
“olrcumstancos alter cases,” and the
hens may not lay at all, ete., yet the
use of the meat will glve more eggs
than without its use, Warm quarters
in the winter, and the use of a varlety
of food, as well as judiclous manage-
ment, are all to be considered, but it Is
true that if experiments be made In
feeding beef when eggs ara high it will
givea profit, It may be stated that the
seraps or refuse portions of meat,
which can be procured at a lower sum
will answer, but the meat should be
lean and not fat, as it {8 the nitrogen-
ous food that Is belng sought, It may
alko be mentloned that much of the
ground meat and animal meat sold for
poultry 18 excellent on account of con-
talning bone as well as meat, and such
foods may be usged to cheapen the meat
from the butcher by alternating with
it.—Mirror and Farmer,

Effect of Mulching Vegetables,

Mulches ecause gome vegetables to
mature later, while with others no de-
lay was notleed, Late spring and early
fall frosts injure muleched plants more
than cultivated ones, making it inaa-
visable to mulch very tender vegot-
ablos that require the full season for
proper development, Early  spring
vegetables, which require only a few
cultivations, can usually be  grown
more cheaply by cultivation than by
mulching, Furthermore very  early
mulching, before the ground has be-
come thoroughly warm, s apt to re-
tard the growth of vegetablea, Bum-
mer and fall vegetables, on the other
hand, which require frequent cultl-
vation throughout the season, are
grown more cheaply by mulching than
cultivation, Moreover the yleld anu
quality of vegotables are often fmprov-
ed by mulching.

Many vegetables cannot be mulched
until they have become well establish-
ed and the weather has become warm,
thus requiriog some preliminary culti-
vation, Buch cultivation as ls com-
monly glven farm gardens Is better
for most vegetables in early spring
than mulching, but mulching Is just
as surely better in midsummer than
the neglect which Is the common thing
in farm gardens at that time of year.
The Nebraska Experiment station tests
have Indeed shown mulching to be bhet-
ter in many cases than the most thor-
o .gh cultivation throughout the sum-
mer. Results very favorable to mulch-
ing have been secured with cabbage,
tomatoes, beans, cucumbers, potatoes
and swoet potatoes, In all these cases
the ylelds have been increased on the
whole, quite decldedly by mulching and
the required Ilabor cecreased at the
same time, Mulened cabbage pro-
duced larger heads than cultivated
cabbage, and there was leas Injury
from rot, The vigor of tomato plants
was decreaged by mulching, but the
yleld of fruit increased, The frult was
also cleaner and less subject to rot,
Mulched cucumbers produced perfoct
fruits durlng dry periods, when the
frult from the cultivated plants were
emall and impetfect. The quality of
potatoes has not been nurt by mulch-
ing, except in wet places.

In the case of transplanted onlons,
salsify, beets, carrots, parsnips, peas
and melons the results are not declded-
ly in favor of either of the two meth-
ods, both the ylelds and the required
labor being about the same. From re-
cent tests It is thought unwis® to

corn. With drilled onlons, the stand
of plants {8 usually hurt by mulching.
With lettuee, it is also difficult to
gpread the mulch without injury to the
stand, and the crop is harvested go
early that it is not worth while to
muleh. With sweet corn, the ylelds
are about the same in & normal sea-
son, whether mulched or cultivated,
but this crop requires so few cultiva-
tjons that mulching is hardly proi:-
able. In o wet season mulching de-

|
|
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TTE TURKISH RESERVES
THE KIND OTgBLDlERY THE
PORTE HAS JUST CALLED OUT,

“Fearless and Frightful” Infantrymen,
a Cheerful Fighter Is the Redif—In-
describably Content, Perfectly Obe-
dient—Sultan's Militia Comparabie
to the Best Soldigrs in the World,

Paul Lindav, the, well known Ger-
man traveler and suthor, durlng one
Of his trips in Turkey, studied a band
of redifs or militia, just called out for
milltary service, Here follow the re-
Bults of his observations, glven in his
book, ''Zwel Relsen in der Turkel.”

At the station thers was a hustle and
bustle, but it was I1ke life (n o big ant-
hill, g0 quiet and ordevly was everye
thing, In splte of any seeming \
slon. Three battalions of .
numbering 800 men each, hal just

confu-

Teservista

landed from three long tralns.  After
a long trip, during which the men had
been cramped, they were given a
chance to stretch their Umbs, Iere
were men who had been taken from
their work only the day before for mil-
ftary duty-~the militia of the country,

It was not a pleasant sight. The

terinls as ground meat, animal food, | men looked fearless and frightful. Most

of them, If not in rags, were at least
badly dressed, Feet and legs up to
the knee were enveloped In a light
green felt, hound around with string.
Baggy cotton breeches, bright-colored
vosts, over which were so-called lace
trimmed Greek jackets; a girdle wound
around the body several times and a
fex completed the dress.

They were strong and well set up.
One could not fail to be impressed by
their even development. They moved
with a qulet, elastic motion which re-
minded one of a wild beast ready to
spring, Their dark eyes glittered un-
pleasantly, Thelr small, white teeth
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well. I have seen hore that they Are"

at least wonderfully obedient to thelr

officérs. What s more, the officers
have to give scarcely dany orders.
lvery redif seems (o koow what is
expected of him. What is more, he
does it, and that without walting for
any order,”

That T had already notlced, But ag
[ thought of the Lard faces and the
dark glistening eyes, It came over me
that these well disciplined (roops
could, by an oulbreak of religlous fa-
naticlsm, be transformed into fearful
wild beasts if a captured city were
tugned over to them. But the Turkish
goldler, if properiy led, will bear com-
parison with the best soldier of the
world, He fights cheerfully, I8 &8
brave as a lon, has no fear of death,
is strong and quick of foot, contented
and obedlent,

HEALTH AND S8ONG.

Breathing Lessons as a Cure for Many
Complaints, :

The London concert season, which
has come to a cloge, has called attens
tiun to o discovery the doctors have
made that vocalism 15 a healthy protn-
slon,

A quiet baby who never gives way to
tantrums and tears is not & healthy,
| but & weakly child, When hls volce
| {8 ralsed {n a piercing crescendo of
| sereama his lungs are expanded, his
| blood is circulating well, and he I8
gaining strength and beauty momenta-
rlly. Translate tho salutary shrieks
of infancy Into the educated singing
of maturity and the net result is the
same--namely, a large Increase of
health and comeliness,

Anaemic boys and girla are now bes
ing ordered by doctors (o take singing
lesson#, because such persons do not
know how to breathe properly and the
singing master teaches them the art.

shone, Flner “cannon feed” [ have
never seen. I could quite easily be-
lleve what I had often heard from ex-
perts—that the Turkish redif, with the
very worst of care, ls capable of per-
forming wonderful feats of marching;
and, properly officered, never turns
back.

They searcely looked at ug, although
it 1s certain that they had rarely seen
any one dressed in Kuropeun fashion,
A# we went from one group to another
they gave way, nelther angrily nor fil-
naturedly, When we asked quesations
we recelved curt, but not surly re-
plles:

“Where are you from?"

“Karahlssar,"

“How old are you?"

“I don't know."

“Where are you golng?"

“I haven't been told."

“Are you tired?"

“I've slept.”

“Hungry?

“No.”

“Thirsty?"

“We had water"

That was about the sum and sub-
stance of what we could learn, Just
then they found something beéttet to do
than answer our questions, Vithout
crowding or showing the slightest im-
patlence, quietly and earnestly, they
went to a table upon which was heaped
& pile of bread, Each one bought him-
solf a plece welghing nearly five
pounds, for which he pald a plastre;
then, without a word, moved away to
make room for another, In half an
hour every man had been served, 1
learned that one plastre a day was all
the redif recelved, and that the dry
bread;, washed down with water was
all that he got to eat and drink In 24
hours. g

The under officers, who were distin-
gulshed by belng In uniform, stood
about doing nothing, and apparently

| took not the slightest notlee of thelr

muleh drilled onlons, lettuce and sweet |

men, No loud order was to be heard,
Not all the redifs could afford tobac-
co, although | was told that the bet-
ter-to-do shared with their poorer com-
rades, and that in the cars, as long as
any man had any tobacco, all smoked,
We went over and bought 200 little
packages of the weed, When we of-
fered one to a redif he took It and sa-
luted; but no one moved his hand to
ask for one, When we had distributed
all the tobacco there remained 600 men
who had received none, but not a look
of request did we see, All the same,
most of them looked poverty stricken,

| and tobacco was & godsend to them.

Most of the Turks I have seen, and
among them were powerful men, devils
and worthy men, Of course, in Tur-
key, as in other countries, there are
criminals of all sorts—robbers, mur-
derers, firebugs—but no curs,

At the end of an hour [ heard short
orders repeated In several parts of the
station, As if the oficers had had
sirings tled to the men the latter ar-
ranged themselves In squads four deep.
As soon a# the ofcer of the squad had
glanced over the lines 0 as lo sece
that no one was missing he gave the
man on the right a sign with his hand.
The one to whom the signal was given
resounded with a clear loud “One!
His neighbor followed with “Two!"
and so on. In a few minutes the count-
fng of the entire battallon of 800 was
completed, *Then the officer made an-
other hand signal, and as quickly and
quletly as they had gotten together the
redifs separated. It was evident that
they were all trained soldlers, Again

| and again was It Impressed upon me

that everything went on quietly, as if
by clockwork, [ heard no shouting,
ho laughing, no singing; only here ana
there a word very quietly spoken.
Never have | seen clsewhere at one
place 800 men of from 26 to 36 (except
regular soldiers) who when “Atten-
tion!" was called stand so still as the
First Redlf battalion. The other two
pattalions were at a short distance
trom the station, but when | went over
to seo them | found that everything
was moving just as quickly and quietly
as at the station itself,

I asked a German rallroad official
how the redifs passed the night in the

| erowded cars.

“Oh, they've not been pampered and
spolled,” he replied. “They come an’
stretch out on the floor, and from sun-
set to sunrise nothing is heard from
them. They're a curiously qulet lot,
and demand practically nothing. They
don't rejolce; they don't complain.~
in which they are very diff
our own soldiers. They an

Very fow people utllize the whole of
thelr lung power when they breathe,
but get into a lazy way of merely gasp-
ing or breathing superficially,

Candidates for the army whose chest
measurement lacks the requisite num-
ber of inches take singing legsons to
{nerease thelr girth, or, if thelr volees
lack the musical element, they attend
breathing classes and learn where their
respiration should come from—that is
to say, how they should retain It, and
how emit it. Though mankind must
breathe In order to live, few human
belugs know how to breathe properly,

After the anaemic girl with the
bowed shoulders and the contracted
chost haa taken a dozen lesons in sing-
ing hor back begins to flatten and her
chest to develop, Her complexion
freshens, and she notices with pleas-
ure a rose-leaf staln reddening her
cheeks.,

The professional songatress relalng
the freshness of youtl into old age,
not eutirely as a rosult of the care she
takes of her health and the excellent
food she cats for the sake of her volce
but mainly because she breathes per
foctly and exercises her vocal organs
regularly, It is acting on this prinel-
ple, says the London Mail, that middle-
nged women inclined to embonpolnt,
now take brezthing lossons at & fash-
lonable school in South Kensington,
whete walsts are coaxed back to fg-
ures long devold of them, and new
vigor 1g given to the agelng physique,

Watching the Watchers at Coney.

“It's the lttle things at Coney Isle
and thet make it worth all the trouble
of golng,”" remarked the Harlem ob-
sorver, “Just to watch the uncon-
solous lttle comedies makes up all the
tun, Now, vesterday, 1 watched two
old malds and an elderly matron riding
the hurdy gurdy. Up and down they
rolled, and you could have heard thelr
screams for half a milo. They were

erybody within slght was laughing
with and at them-—except one,
was the little red headed boy who sits
on the back soat, That little imp was
withiin & foot of the sereeching woms
on, but he was as deaf to thelr eries
a8 wore the seat ralls they grasped.
The rod hoad rolled up and down all
the length of the track, bent over he
sporting page of a nowspaper.

“Then it's fun to watch the people
follow the shade with their littie camp
stools under the walks that lead from
the bath house to the beach, I saw

head and newepaper in the shade cast
by a sign some four feet square.
“Of course, it's the best fun (o wateh
the children—simple and affected—and
the girls. There is rare sport In
watching the watchers. Bcorn and
delight and dlsgust—the last usually
affected—honost good fellowship, ed-
miration, envy, jealousy,
world superlority, clerk-gentility--all
the phases of the million's temper,
“Coney 14 the place where the mil-
lton go to get thelr thrills, andto watch

sport, That's why 1 go."—New York
Press.

clal, and not Infrequently It ¢
a tendency to turn to one side or

constantly used to express emotion

well-recognized fact that when the
mouth {8 somewhat crooked a greater
effect can be produced than when it
is openéd quite straight. Example af-
ter example could be cited, but for ob-
vious reasons names may not be men-
tioned. At one time it was considered

twisted either to the right or left; ns
the result of “mugging” Some of
the most serlous actors—even those
with & reputation for peau
however, be pointed to as pe
the same characteristic, which hag
8o been observed with not a few
singers of the first rank.—~London
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An Aftable Youth,

propose to that young woman?"

“Why," answered Willle Wishirn

o, “every ome sald she was such

and she appeared 1o ex

some such attention so much as &

‘ter of course that | didn’t have
‘courage not to.” -

Colors will run even
fng Is done i muou_rt,

-

in an ecstasy of fear and dolight, Bv-

man-of-the:

i\
A

Effects of Emotion, |
The actor's mouth I8 essentially fa -

other, This Is due, in part, 1o its being

and also to the pecullar but no less

the mark of the low comedlan, for A

nearly every one of them had a nun--:_. :
114
L

“How did you have the courage to

an old man yesterday sheltering his

the million getting thelr torilis is great




